
                                                                                                                        
 

National Union of Women Teachers (NUWT): Timeline 

The NUWT was originally set up in 1904 as the Equal Pay League, with the aim of achieving equal pay for 

women teachers.  From the start, the NUWT worked with other women’s organisations on issues of equal 

rights, employment, pay and pensions.  Discover the significant events which occurred during the nearly six 

decades of the NUWT’s existence as a campaigning organisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1904 

NUWT founds as the Equal Pay League, a pressure group within the National Union of Teachers, with the 

goal of achieving equal pay for men and women teachers.  A few years later the league is renamed as the 

National Federation of Women Teachers (NFWT). 

1918 

The Representation of the People Act 1918 extends the vote to some women over the age of 30.   

1920 

THE NFWT decides to form an independent union after becoming frustrated by the lack of support they 

receive from the NUT to support their equal pay campaign. 

1920s 

Members of the NUWT are active in feminist causes, particularly securing full voting rights for women.  

Members join other suffrage organisations in demonstrations and open air meetings. 

1928 

Representation of the People (Equal Franchise) Act is amended and extends the vote to women, allowing 

all British citizens over the age of 21 to vote. 

1935 

The marriage bar for women teachers (which prevented married women from teaching) is lifted in 1935, but 

only in London.   

1944 

The marriage bar for women teachers is finally ended nationally by the 1944 Education Act. 

1961 

The final instalment of Equal Pay is introduced. 

5 April 1961 

The NUWT decides to officially close after the final Equal Pay instalment is announced.  A final Victory 

Luncheon is held, and the occasion is widely reported in the national, provincial and professional press.   
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